
 For forty days of Lent, we have opened our hearts to God's mercy and the grace of 

conversion. We have commemorated the passion, the death, and the burial of our Lord. And so 

what a great joy it is for us now to gather together as a parish family to celebrate this greatest 

feast of the year - the resurrection of our Lord Jesus from the Dead.  

 Christ's resurrection from the dead on Easter Sunday, is the central mystery of our faith. 

Everything else that we believe depends on this. And it truly is a fantastic claim that our faith 

makes - that this man, Jesus, was put to death upon a cross and, after three days in the tomb, he 

rose from the dead. The resurrection is an utterly unique event. Death comes to everyone. But 

only one has risen from the dead in His body, never to die again. And so it should be no surprise 

that so many are unable to believe.  

 And if the skeptics are correct, if this claim of the Resurrection is not true, then 

Christianity is the biggest deception in the history of the world. If the resurrection isn't real, then 

we are among the billions of souls who have believed a lie.  

 But if it is true, this must change everything. If Jesus did rise from the dead, then nothing 

else could possibly be more important. Why? Because this proves that Jesus was not just 

another teacher or prophet or miracle worker. He was not just a good guy that we should try to 

imitate. The resurrection proves that Jesus is God who took on human flesh, that he became one 

of us to die for us so that through His death we too can experience the resurrection.  
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 And we believe this truth on the testimony of those who witnessed this great event. The 

Apostles as well as many other eyewitnesses of the Resurrection went to their death for this 

faith. They were martyred because they refused to deny the truth that Jesus rose from the dead. 

And their great faith has been handed on to us through the centuries.  

 Our faith in the resurrection—that Jesus truly rose from the dead—this must transform 

our lives, it doesn’t allow us to be lukewarm. If we believe in the resurrection, we can never be 

the same because the resurrection must affect everything else that we believe, everything we say 

and do. Our relationships, our families and friends, our jobs, the way we live our lives - 

everything must be seen in the light of the Resurrection. If we truly believe that Jesus rose from 

the dead, then we can't just rejoice on one day each year. We must live in the light of the 

resurrection every moment of every day. We must open ourselves daily to an encounter with the 

Risen Lord, especially through prayer and the sacraments, for Jesus lives and he desires our 

love. 

 This faith in the resurrection is the gift that we received in baptism. At our baptism we 

were raised with Christ so that we might seek what is above, so that we might leave behind the 

wickedness of the world and live in righteousness for the world to come. We are united to the 

resurrection so that we can leave behind the old ways of sin and death and turn to the new ways 

of holiness and everlasting life.  
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 But our faith is not just a personal endeavor. Rather, our faith in the resurrection must 

lead us to share this Good News. We see this transformation in St. Peter. The very apostle who 

had denied the Lord three times was now preaching the Good News that Jesus had conquered 

death and that through his resurrection he offers forgiveness for sins and new life with God.  

 Now, the Lord Jesus calls us to imitate Peter and preach this Good News of the 

Resurrection. As Christians, let us take this as our mission for these fifty days of Easter - to go 

out to our families and schools and offices and neighborhoods and proclaim this most glorious 

truth, that we have a God who became one of us, who suffered and died for us, and who is risen 

from the dead.  

 In a moment, we will renew the promises of our baptism, then we will be privileged to 

approach the altar and receive the Precious Body and Blood of the Risen Christ. Let us pray that 

the Lord will transform us by the Good News that Jesus is risen from the dead. And may the 

Lord strengthen us to proclaim that Good News to the ends of the earth!
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